
Wallace Community College Selma held its 2016-17  
commencement exercises on Friday, May 12, 2017, at 7:00 
p.m. in the gymnasium, located on the collegeôs campus.  
According to the WCCS Student Services Office, approxi-
mately 458 students completed requirements for graduation 
during the 2016-17 academic year.  Of that number, around 
210 participated in the graduation ceremony. 
 

The commencement speaker was Mr. Warren William Young, 
Assistant Attorney General and Assistant Counsel for the  

Alabama Department of Revenue.  
 

Teresa Sears, a Wallace graduate in applied science and business administration gave 
the greetings to graduates during the ceremony. ñTo my fellow graduates, you have 
come this far by faith,ò Sears said. Sears went on to talk about the struggles that many 
students go through in completing their education, but she was proud of herself and her 
fellow classmates for pushing through and getting their degrees. 
  
Also during the graduation ceremony, Lakendra Sims received the Academic Excellence 
Awards for graduating with a 4.0 GPA.  Taylor McNeil was also awarded the James M. 
Mitchell Award. This award is presented to a graduating sophomore who exemplifies 
scholastic achievement, service to the community, and leadership qualities.  
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WCCS students chosen for 2017 All-Alabama Academic Team 
 

Samuel Cartee and Tia McNeil were selected to the 2017 All-Alabama Academic Team for Wallace Community Col-
lege Selma and honored on Friday, April 4, 2017, at the All-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Luncheon at Ross 
Bridge Hotel and Spa in Birmingham, Alabama. 
 

The faculty and staff of WCCS nominate students from the College. The criteria for voting for a student is to choose 
students who ñexcel academically; demonstrate intellectual rigor in their course of study; show academic growth and 
potential; and use their two-year college education to better themselves, their schools and their communities.ò  

 

All nominees are presented to the national Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society for final selection. Each community college 
in Alabama has two representatives. 
 

The Alabama College Systemôs All-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Program was established in 1995 as an 
enhancement to the All-USA National Academic Team Recognition Program, which is sponsored by the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society, the American Association of Community Colleges and USA Today. 

 

 
 

 WCCS Students Honored at 2017 Academic Awards Ceremony 
 

Wallace Community College Selma held its annual Honors Ceremony on Thursday, April 13, 2017, at 7:00 pm in the Earl 
Goodwin Theatre. This ceremony recognizes the academic achievements of students in a number of organizations. The 
following awards were presented: Academic Achievement, Academic Excellence, All-Alabama Academic Team Members, 
Most Outstanding Academic Athletes, Phi Theta Kappa; Alpha Eta Tau Chapter, and Whoôs Who Among Students in 
American Junior Colleges. "The students being honored tonight represent what is right with education in America. I ap-
plaud them for their academic achievement and encourage them to give back to their community," said Dr. James Mitchell, 
WCCS president.  
 

To achieve Academic Excellence, a student must have taken at least twelve hours per semester and earned a 4.00 grade 
point average for two of the last three semesters or,  a student must have been a part-time student, accumulated at least 
twenty-four hours, and maintained a 4.00 grade point average. To achieve Academic Achievement, a student must have 
maintained a 3.50 - 3.99 grade point average for two of the last three semesters. They have taken twelve hours each se-
mester to qualify for the Deanôs List or have been a part-time student, accumulated a minimum of twenty-four hours, and 
attended at least two semesters since the Spring of 2015-2016 through Fall of  2016-2017. 
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